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Editorial Dedicated to Prof. Egon Bauman

This issue of CABEQ is dedicated to Professor
Egon Bauman, to celebrate his 80" birthday. All
those of us who worked with him are aware of the
fact that Prof. Bauman was from the beginning of
his career the driving force behind the establishing
of the Chemical Engineering as
an independent discipline at the
University of Zagreb.

Egon Bauman was born in
Virovitica in 1924. He earned his
d. B. Sc. title at the Chemical
Department of the Technical
Faculty of the University of
Zagreb in the 1950. In the same
year he joined the Laboratory
for the Inorganic Chemical
Technology  and  Metallurgy
where he acted nearly ten years
as teaching and research assis-
tant. In 1960 he got the position
of a assistent professor and in
1965 the position of the associ-
ate professor at the Department
of the Petroleum and Petrochem-
ical Technology at the Faculty of
the Technology. The rather young
staff of this new Department, lo-
cated in nearby industrial town of Sisak, was actu-
ally composed of progressive, chemical-engineering
minded individuals who were expelled, as some
kind of professional rebels, to avoid possible distur-
bances in the established order of the conservative
chemical technology structure of the Alma Mater. In
addition to his teaching position, from 1962 to
1964, Egon Bauman was also the Director of the
Institute of the Metallurgy in Sisak, which was the
research institution associated with, both, the large
iron works company “Zeljezara Sisak” and the De-
partment of the Metallurgy at the Faculty of Tech-
nology of the University of Zagreb, both located in
Sisak. After his return from a two years stay in
India, where he acted as UNESCO expert for
Chemical Engineering Education in Warangal
(1968—-1969), besides his teaching and research di-
recting activities, now as a full professor, he acted
also as managing director of the Department of
Petroleum and Petrochemical Technology. During
these years he also served as dean at the Faculty
of Technology in two consecutive periods from
1971-1972 and 1972—1973. Looking back, we may
say that the first half of 1970s was period of flour-
ishing of the Petroleum and Petrochemical Tech-
nology Department in Sisak, with energetic staff

and a generation of enthusiastic and ambitious
young teaching and research assistants, recruited
mainly by Juraj Bozicevi¢, but later on strongly
supported and backed-up by Egon Bauman while
struggling with various barriers on their road to-
ward establishing themselves as
academic professionals, most of
them with wide international ex-
perience and doctorate degrees.
Unfortunately, the reflections of
first oil crisis struck also fully
the Economy of former Yugosla-
via and in an economically
strongly deteriorating situation
the Department of Petroleum
and Petrochemical Technology
in Sisak ceased to exist by the
end of 1970s, i.e. was assimi-
lated into the newly established
Institute  of Chemical Engi-
neering which became a key De-
partment of the Faculty of Tech-
nology in Zagreb.

During these few turbulent
years Prof. Bauman managed to
find time and devotion to, finally,
complete his academic educa-
tion by earning his doctorate of technical sciences.
At the beginning of 1980s he left the Institute and
became the Head of the Unit Operations Labora-
tory at the Faculty of Food Technology and Bio-
technology. There he devoted his scientific interest
to the study of the transport phenomena in food
manufacturing processes. He was a principal inves-
tigator of the Croatia-USA scientific project “De-
velopment of Vegetable Dehydration Processes”,
supported by FDA in the period 1984—1987.

After his retirement, 1991, he was able to con-
centrate on his second career, adding to his activity
as promotor of chemical engineering field, an in-
ternationally oriented component. Namely, he was,
together with Prof. Ivan Butula, one of the founders
of CABEQ journal and acted as its Editor for first
thirteen years. During this time, including several
for Croatia particularly difficult war and post-war
times, CABEQ established itself as a recognized re-
search journal attracting papers mainly from Mid-
dle European and Mediterranean countries.

This international exposure was not surprising,
if one knows that from the beginning itself, he was
multilingual and eager to collect, read, and digest
all relevant information available in open litera-
ture. Over the decades he usually shared the gath-



ered knowledge with our professional community by
writing regularly “news from sciences and technol-
0gy” in the journal Kemija u industriji (“Chemistry
in Industry”) and later on in CABEQ. As a soul en-
riching counterpart, at home there were (and still
are) countless mainly English and German books
for the leisure which he collected together with his
wife, with the same zest as the scientific and techno-
logical ones for our library, at that time. So, shar-
ing the time with him was in fact being permanently
exposed to an atmosphere suggesting that master-
ing foreign languages is essential to one who
wishes to become free in the mind, both, profession-
ally and privately.

This is something inherent to his role, i.e. his
influence on the development of our profession in
Croatia. In other words it is not directly his re-
search work in the field of liquid//liquid extraction
and distillation, his favorite subjects, which was in-
fluential, it was in fact a kind of intellectual leader-
ship to the field of most important separation tech-
niques and the chemical engineering in general, as
an individual discipline with transport phenomena
as a unifying factor. So his approach from begin-
ning was modern, i.e. state of the art, the subjects of
research actual, but our means were not good
enough to perform according to standards of devel-
oped industrial countries. However, being “sen-
tenced” to assemble research and teaching equip-
ment by scrapping abandoned equipment at various
dumping places (Z. Olujic enjoyed the possibility of
driving his state of the art car in this heroic mis-
sions to the iron grave-yards) was a good character
forming experience, which cannot be described by
some facts or the apparent quality of publications.
However, most of them have had an added value,
but were limited to Serbo-Croatian language space.

For the “guest editor”, the first academic expe-
rience which occurred through presentation of a
Jjoint paper written fully by the honoree, at that time
his academic mentor, contributed that he got at-
tracted to research in the field of unit operations
widely encountered in chemical and petroleum in-
dustries. Today, 33 years and some 150 publications
later, he feels that at that time he got addicted to
something that he is still doing, i.e. to a still quite ex-
citing but in a way never ending story of the type of
the research work, namely generation of experimen-
tal evidence on the proper, pilot or semi-industrial
scale, necessary to substitute development of the ap-
propriate predictive models, which could be used
with confidence for design and optimization of gas
(vapour) and liquid and liquid/liquid contactors and
separators. Particularly, the work done at that time
on tray configurations for distillation applications in
refining and petrochemical applications, was highly
relevant and testifies the originality of his ideas.

The perception regarding the essence of the
matter, i.e. the relation between hydrodynamics and
mass transfer performance of gas/liquid and lig-
uid/liquid contactors, his curiosity and passion for
the subject as well as his analytical mind and capa-
bility of interpreting properly all complications as-
sociated with academic life, and its relation to poli-
tics and the every day life throughout the years — all
these are qualities for which he is held in such es-
teem.

The essence of the chemical engineering atti-
tude radiated by Egon Bauman to his surrounding
may be better understood from a fragment illustrat-
ing the still difficult vertical relation between sci-
ence (fundamentals) and the engineering (applied
knowledge) — today may be not so pronounced —
which was and we believe still is an issue, which
certainly slowed down and to some extent ob-
structed proper development of chemical engineer-
ing as an independent discipline in Croatia over the
last four decades of the last century. In that very
first paper, presented by the “guest editor” devoted
to the separation of dispersions in mixer settler type
liquid/liquid extractions, Egon Bauman wrote
“From the point of view of the process equipment
sizing, the results of the research, devoted to single
droplet behaviour, are presently of the small value,
because these results cannot contribute to the deter-
mination of the capacity of the settler. Coalescence
here is not limited to the droplets only, but also oc-
curs between the droplets and the phase interface.
Efforts oriented toward the development of a pre-
dictive mathematical model have resulted in a num-
ber of useful indications; however, there is still no
satisfactory overall solution in this respect”. All
this is still relevant and represents the essence of
the scale-up as the step of transforming science into
technology.

Professor Egon Bauman inspired and sup-
ported a whole generation of younger people to en-
ter and explore the field of Chemical Engineering.
Some of them, presently senior ones, who pursued
academic carriers, managed to deliver papers for
this issue. Although, the number of special papers is
rather small, we believe the overall result is a fitting
tribute to Prof. Bauman and to the inspiring influ-
ence he has had on us and the Chemical engineer-
ing research and education in Croatia, in general.

Dr. Sc. Zelimir Kurtanjek Dr. Sc. Zarko Olujié

Professor Associate Professor
University of Zagreb Laboratory for
PBF Process Equipment
Croatia Delft University
The Editor of Technology

The Netherlands
Guest Editor



In Honor of 90-th Birthday of Prof. Egon Bauman

Z Oluji¢, V. Simonci¢, V. Mahalec, D. Sinci¢, . Vasi¢-Racki, G. Bogdani,
B. Tripalo, and Z. Kurtanjek

Recollections of a memorable time

Egon Bauman (EB), who reached such a respect-
able age, had long maintained a great interest in Chemi-
cal Engineering education and served and promoted pro-
fession in many ways throughout his entire professional
life. Looking back, 1
was happy that both Ju-
raj Bozicevié, who in-
fected me with Chemi-
cal Engineering virus
and appointed me as
teaching and research
assistant at the Petro-
leum Engineering De-
partment at Sisak, and
EB, who was my first
boss, have seen a prom-
ise in me as a young en-
gineer. It was EB who,
being a genuine mentor,
gave me a push at the
Chemical Engineering
gate, encouraging me to
make the decisive steps
towards something that became my professional way. To
avoid getting lost in the flood of reminiscence, let me
mention just few of EB related past-times that stayed
with me throughout my life.

First urging push I felt being his assistant came
from his zest for collecting and reading relevant books
and technical and scientific publications not readily
available to us at those times. Besides a strong per-
sistence this implied also a good command of English
and German, and his example and fluency in this respect
were a source of inspiration and strong motivation for
me for a personal development along the same line, an-
ticipating that a longer stay abroad is a prerequisite for
adequate professional forming. This affected others too.
Soon the Department in Sisak got depleted of young tal-
ent eager to learn abroad. First who left (in 1972) was
the youngest acquisition, i.e. freshly married Viktor
(Zmago) Simonci¢ (Karlsruhe, Germany), followed by
Viadimir Mahalec (Houston, TX, USA), by me (Karl-
sruhe, Germany), then Zelimir Kurtanjek (Houston, TX,
USA), and finally Grozdana Bogdanié (Paris, France).
Not to forget Dinko Sinci¢, whose relation to Sisak was
temporary, who vent to Houston. Unfortunately, upon re-
turn, through many unhappy circumstances we never got
a chance to work and act together.

For me, at very beginning, a literally eyes-opening
step was a visit to ACHEMA in Frankfurt in June
1970 under EB’s lead (Viadimir Mahalec and Zelj-
ko Vrbanovi¢, other two freshly appointed teaching

Prof. Marin Hraste, Prof. Mira Legin and Prof. Egon Bauman (1973)

and research assistants, travelled with me in my aunt’s
car), where I came into immediate contact and got
fascinated with the state of the art of chemical and
process engineering in general, and in Germany in par-
ticular. ACHEMA, organized every three years, has be-
come an important station on my professional journeys,
and now, 45 years after
my first visit, I am still
enthusiastic about this
unique and highly in-
spiring chemical engi-
neering event, looking
forward  with  great
pleasure to attending
(for the 14" time) and
presenting a lecture at
next meeting to be held
in Frankfurt in June
2015. When on a trip to
Frankfurt, I use to think
of EB and those days.
It was a privilege
to be EB5s apprentice
and a companion during
my years at the Faculty of
Technology at Zagreb in a long and exhausting struggle
for establishing our profession in an unfriendly environ-
ment. Nevertheless, strongly backed up by him and Marin
Hraste I was able to climb rather smoothly up the aca-
demic ladder, and the Chair of Reaction Engineering
(Zoran Gomzi, Stanka Zrncevi¢, Djurdja Vasi¢-Racki,
and Ljubica Matijasevi¢) provided a home basis and
comfortable work surroundings for me. During these
years I had a great pleasure and personal and profes-
sional satisfaction in co-operating with people I was able
to learn from: Marijana Gjumbir (applied mathematical
modeling and numerical solving), late Franc Sef (educa-
tional and practical aspects of process plant design) and
BozZidar Jazbec (applied process/equipment design in
process plant retrofitting efforts). Throughout the years
at Sisak and Zagreb, many colleagues and friends pro-
vided support and encouragement, but eager to do more
relevant work professionally and to secure the existence
for my family I had to go abroad again.

While I definitely left the home grounds (in 1987),
EB continued with sustaining efforts to strengthen the
position and promote Chemical Engineering discipline in
Croatia. Most importantly, after his retirement he re-
mained active and as a devoted first editor introduced
and posted CABEQ on solid foundations. In 1997, after
14 years of demanding effort he handed the editorship to
Zelimir Kurtanjek, another genuine chemical engineer
who took the responsibility and, supported by publisher (
late Ivan Butula and Danko Skare, both at their time Ed-




itors of “Kemija u industriji’), managed to keep this Za-
greb-based Central European Chemical Engineering
torch shining throughout all these years.

An editorial, written by Zeljko and me as guest edi-
tor [CABEQ 18 (2) 2004], on the occasion of EB’s 80"
birthday, provides a concise overview of his professional
career and contributions including our personal reflec-
tions on his role and impact as well as a recollection of
some episodes and curiosities from our professional past.
What I learned to appreciate more and more with the
time was EBS personal and professional attitude and
how he always found a discrete way to emit positive
waves to his surroundings, widening and cultivating our
views on the life and profession. Throughout his long
standing professional life, he gave so much of himself to
his students and younger colleagues. Many of these went
on to have very distinguished careers in academia and
industry. Indeed, a less visible but firm legacy.

Zarko Olujié

Mr. Bauman’s Role — As Professor!

Honoured by the fact that, although for quite a short
while, I was assistant to Professor Bauman — yes, his as-
sistant, and not just an assistant under Professor Bau-
man, and thus had gained the opportunity to write some-
thing  on the
occasion of  his
great anniversary,
I found myself in
somewhat of a pre-
dicament. What
should I dedicate
to someone in a
scientific  journal
who deserves to be
dedicated the result
of several years of
research, or at
least a scientific
spark capable of
igniting a new Sci-
entific fire, when
the time of my in-
volvement in origi-
nal science is long
behind me.

I'm probably
not the only one to
say that Professor
Bauman is an ex-
traordinary person.
That is a fact! I'm sure that this could be supported by
his many contributions to the development of chemical
engineering in this region. However, what I wish to high-
light are his other, in my opinion, no less important con-
tributions that cannot be evaluated by citation indexes.

I'm referring to the qualities for which he deserves
the title of PROFESSOR — in capital letters. He is a Pro-
fessor of the older, more sophisticated style, a gentleman,
deservedly addressed so because of his broad knowledge,

Promotion of new chemical engineers at Faculty of Technology, Department in
Sisak, in spring 1975. From the left: Prof. Ante Markoti¢ (vice dean), Prof.
Egon Bauman (dean) and Prof. Darko Maljkovi¢ (vice dean).

and even broader need to encourage, help and give a
chance to anyone showing even the slightest desire to
learn more.

1 was one among those for whom he pushed the
door wide open and encouraged to study further. Having
stepped through that door, I met another professor, my
PROFESSOR. In the same way as he had been PROFES-
SOR to my many colleagues who remained with him in
their scientific and teaching careers, so had professor
Riekert become mine.

Shortly after I took a different path, never straying
far from the path he had shown me. I had the opportuni-
ty to apply my engineering knowledge in practice —
mainly related to the environment. Soon I realized that
investments in the private sector were not the same as
investments in the public sector. A private businessman
considers thoroughly whether his particular investment
is economically feasible and how to secure his market
share and a return on investment amidst the fierce com-
petition. The market is an objective evaluator of feasibil-
ity. Engineers working in the private sector are required
to shoulder great responsibility. They have to propose
technically and economically feasible solutions; other-
wise there will be no investment. The amount of available
funds is known and solutions are proposed accordingly.

Public investments, however, may differ in the deci-
sion-making process from those in the private sector. In
the public sector,
where the concern
for properly invest-
ed funds should be
even greater, the
mechanisms of ob-
Jective control such
as the market are
absent, often due to
political  influence
and pressure of re-
lated stakeholders.
In many cases, the
approach to solu-
tions is less profes-
sional, since errors
and losses are eas-
ily socialized and
covered up far
from the public eye
by decisions of po-
litical quorum.

Partly to
blame for such be-
haviour are the en-
gineers, the experts
who, with their engineering (mis)knowledge, often sup-
port realization of unrealistic wishes. The engineer work-
ing in the public sector would have to be like a physi-
cian; an expert — a physician of authority. One to whom
you don't go for a mere antibiotic or a bunch of useless
medication.

1 have met many who instead of behaving like engi-
neers-physicians, they behave like engineers-charlatans.
With so much ease do they give out the prescriptions de-



manded by those to be treated (read: unrealistic bases
for a project in the public sector), forgetting that their
duty is to heal the patient (read: to give a technical solu-
tion appropriate to the economic and organizational
strength of the community). The patient (read: those
managing public funds — politicians) is sometimes a hy-
pochondriac (read: demand only the very best merely to
leave a good public impression. Such an example is set
by the economically poorer EU states seeking applica-
tion of environmental solutions that are applied by only
two or three of the richest states, as if it had nothing to
do with the economic strength of the community), de-
manding something that from the perspective of objective
professional standards is unacceptable.

As an engineer, I try not to behave like a charlatan,
and if it sometimes turns out that way, it’s not premedi-
tated. I try doing things in a way that would be best for
everyone, although in societies where the acquisition of
material goods is a socially accepted guiding principle,
it is difficult to resist the opportunity of being a charla-
tan at someone else’s expense.

How much is Professor Bauman to blame for this?
Actually, a lot! It's as if in that short time I spent near to
him, he instilled in me the odd compulsion not to be an
engineer-charlatan.

Over his many years of activity, a good number of
persons were lucky enough to have had the opportunity
of working alongside him, the PROFESSOR. It seems to
me that selfless professors, such as he is, are becoming
ever rarer. Or is it just my imagination? His contribu-
tions, especially those that cannot be evaluated by a cita-
tion index, could be incentive to many, and an indication
that it is worth being a true PROFESSOR!

Lucky are they to whom a PROFESSOR happens!
I'm one of them. Professor Bauman, thank you for the
time you spent pushing me in the right direction.

Viktor Simonci¢

Prof. E. Bauman was the constant source of energy,
fueling our desires to learn, and making sure that we un-
derstood that the world body chemical engineering was
within our reach. He encouraged us over and over to
experiment, try new things, and to reach for the stars.
His vision was to send a number of young people to di-
verse places and have them all return with different ar-
eas of knowledge that collectively would create a quali-
tatively new chemical engineering community in Croatia.
Most of all, he provided never ending optimism that we
can all work together and create a team that would move
things forward at an accelerated pace. Looking back at
the last 40 years, it is clear that his vision has become a
reality.

Vladimir Mahalec

Prof. Egon Bauman, CABEQ
and related topics

On the occasion of 90th birthday of Professor Egon
Bauman, first editor-in-chief of Chemical &Biochemical

Engineering Quarterly, as one of few direct participants
of the events which led to its launching I feel that is my
turn to give an “eyewitness account” and give some re-
marks concerning current state of affairs.

To understand the reasons, circumstances, signifi-
cance and time in which CABEQ came into existence,
one has to take into account the situation concerning
chemical engineering education and research in sixties,
seventies and eighties of the last century in Croatia and
the surrounding countries. As a student at that time at
Faculty of Technology in Zagreb I was, as anyone else
leaning toward engineering aspects of the subjects
taught, overwhelmed by technological nature of the cur-
riculum best illustrated by certain courses which re-
quired literally learning by heart description of certain
industrial technologies. For that reason the possibility of
enrolling in Graduate Study in newly founded depart-
ment of Zagreb Faculty of Technology in Sisak, city 50
km from Zagreb, was a rare opportunity for everybody
interested to hear and learn something where mathemat-
ical and physical methods back the analysis of the chem-
ical processes so much in contrast to the spirit of every-
thing learned before in Zagreb. The Graduate program
was initiated by two “outcasts” from Zagreb Faculty of
Technology Juraj Bozicevi¢ and Egon Bauman. The pro-
gram included mathematical modelling, dynamic pro-
gramming, computer programming, transport phenome-
na and similar subjects. One of the textbooks was freshly
translated Cybernetics in Chemistry and Chemical In-
dustry by V. V. Kafarov . J.Bozicevi¢ managed to orga-
nize visit of D. D.Perlmutter professor at Penn State who
published in 1972. groundbreaking book Stability of
chemical Reactors and gave a few truly inspiring lec-
tures. The Graduate School in Sisak attended among oth-
ers V. Mahalec, 7. Oluji¢, Z. Kurtanjek and all of us con-
tinued chemical engineering education in USA or
Germany.

After returning home in late seventies the situation
regarding chemical engineering teaching did not change
and fresh young PhD's were faced with reluctance from
people which held corresponding positions and were de-
cision makers at the Faculty of Chemical Technology re-
garding the engagement of possible troublemakers. For
that reason various choices were made by the group
members including the return of V. Mahalec to USA and
the danger of somebody s changing the established order
was successfully removed. 1 have chosen the career in
the industry so that my attempts to change something
were directed toward Union of chemists and technolo-
gists of Croatia (today Croatian Society of Chemical En-
gineers), the Chemical Engineering Section which I led
for number of years. We organized numerous lectures by
prominent people from abroad (J. Prohaczka, V. Va-
clavek, J. Levec, G. Baldi), the most significant event be-
ing the two-day summer school Multiphase reactors with,
M. P. Dudukovi¢ (USA), G. Baldi (Italy), J. Levec, S.
Waldram (UK), S. Zrncevi¢ and D. Sinci¢ as lecturers
organized at Brioni Islands. Also we initiated establish-
ment of Yugoslav committee for Chemical Engineering.
J. Levec (Ljubljana) was elected president and executive
council members were V. Karanovi¢ (Tuzla, B&H), G.
Jovanovi¢ (Belgrade), F. Popovska-Pavlovska (Skopje),



A. Dudukovic (Novi Sad) and D. Sinci¢ (Zagreb). The
idea was to transfer positive vibrations from Italian Aus-
trian Yugoslav Chemical Engineering conferences to all
universities in _former Yugoslavia and wishfully encour-
age concrete cooperation. Namely, situation regarding
status and importance of chemical engineering was very
much similar everywhere in Yugoslavia. In situation like
that the possibility to publish the papers of ChE nature
and promote its significance was crucial. The journal
Kemija u industriji (KUI) was the only serious option
whose Editor-in-chief was 1. Butula. I met late professor
L Butula in Pliva after returning to that company from
USA. He was one of the leading chemists in Pliva, who
spend certain time as a research director in one German
pharmaceutical company. There he met professor W. D.
Deckwer (one issue of CABEQ was dedicated to him at
the time of his passing) the well known two and three-
phase reactors expert and author of the book Bubble col-
umn reactors who became his personal friend. On the
occasion of his death, Professor Butula, being an indus-
trial chemist, said that thanks to him he came to realize
the importance of engineering discipline for the develop-
ment of industrial chemical processes (unfortunately
many chemist do not see that connection even today).
For that reason Professor Butula naturally supported
and participated in all activities of chemical engineering
nature. From editorial board of KUI the dedicated group
(I. Butula, E. Bauman, D. Sinci¢, E. Beer) was formed
who started discussing possibilities of creating the most
suitable place for communicating various activities of
chemical engineering nature including papers, research
projects, industrial projects taking place in Croatia and
the whole region. The idea was first to create an ChE
annex to KUI, but through numerous discussions we
made the decision to try to publish a new journal. Here
the most important was the role of professor Butula since
he accepted the obligations to do everything to secure
financing in the first place. With his experience as KUI
editor-in-chief he was familiar with the needed tricks of
the trade to keep the journal coming out. I have engaged
the designer from the company I was employed at that
time in Chromos to do the cover design and after the
discussion of various proposals the cover which held for
25 years was chosen. There was also discussion about
the journal title. Although all of the people involved in
the whole undertaking were chemical engineers, I sug-
gested the name CABEQ for several reasons. First, we
wanted to attract larger number of interested people
since chemical engineering field was underdeveloped in
the whole region. In addition to that, biochemical engi-
neering was alive in industry: in Pliva, pharmaceutical
company, under the leadership of Professor Vera Joha-
nides large fermentors were designed for antibiotics pro-
duction. Unfortunately, something like that never hap-
pened in chemical industry in Croatia and all of the
plants erected in those days were of foreign origin. For
instance, construction of large petrochemical plant in
seventies at island Krk was based entirely on the technol-
ogy from abroad and the most domestic chemical engi-
neers were able to achieve was running the plants. Be-
sides this, I was working on my Ph.D when my mentor
J. F. Bailey started writing the book he published with
D. F. Ollis (Biochemical engineering fundamentals). He

showed extensively how principles of chemical engineer-
ing are easily adapted to biochemical engineering so that
main difference was that objects dealt with are of living
or dead nature. It was also envisioned that the journal
would be the official gazette of Yugoslav Committee for
Chemical Engineering as well as Austrian and Italian
counterparts. The result was somewhat different: Austri-
an counterpart became Austrian Association of Biopro-
cess Technology; Yugoslav Committee did not continue
with the enthusiasm leading to its inauguration and
ceased to function in few years because of dissolution of
Yugoslavia while no Italian counterpart ever joined. The
aspiration was also that industry of all countries in-
volved will recognize the significance of the journal
which was planned to be not only the place for publish-
ing scientific but also professional papers as well as fo-
rum for industrial activities and products presentation.
The financing of such an undertaking was also envi-
sioned to be joint effort, but in reality it was left to Cro-
atian editor(s) and their ingenuity. The journal is still
published constantly increasing its impact factor, which
is by all means great success. Sadly however, the most
important of original plans never came true. The indus-
try from this region never saw the journal as an opportu-
nity to reach the potential new customers or to present its
accomplishments. The most significant failure with the
respect to original plans and hopes is that domestic
schools do not recognize the papers published in this
Journal as worthy of their CV when applying for particu-
lar the position in the teaching hierarchy.

All in all, I want to state clearly: the whole under-
taking of CABEQ launching was an off institutional en-
deavour emerged and realized in Zagreb, not the result of
some inter-faculty cooperation as occasionally errone-
ously claimed since in this field it did not exist. It was led
by individuals who shared mutual understanding and
wish to improve their profession in this part of the world.
Faculty of Technology in Zagreb in particular, just ig-
nored everything happening considering it more threat
than opportunity. In my opinion the institutions of the re-
gion (universities as well as industry) never fully appre-
ciated the opportunities which this journal offered. For
instance, the Editorial board of CABEQ was never invit-
ed by any corresponding Faculty, let alone University in
the region to discuss ways and means of taking full ad-
vantage of having such a journal.

Having in mind the points I have mentioned above,
it is my strong belief that it is time to reconsider every
detail of its present status in order to (re)define its future.
We must dare to ask the question what we (who is we?)
did, do and shall gain by putting so much effort and
money in the project which appears to be more welcome
in China, Iran, India contributing to their chemical engi-
neering development than in this country and this region.
In this era of internet, European projects and all other
ways and means of establishing cooperation the role of
such a journal is naturally totally different than in times
of its launching. Is there any sense in promoting regional
cooperation? Is there any way for appropriate adjust-
ments which would revive originally envisioned goals
and benefits if they make any sense nowadays at all?
What are the conditions for our schools to value papers



published in CABEQ to become worth of their full re-
spect? What should be done in order to achieve the con-
ditions that publishing in CABEQ becomes esteemed
success rather than second rate occurrence? If we do not
find the right answers the impact factor increase will re-
main the only focal point of its issuing as for any other
publication and in my opinion that is not enough to jus-
tify all the efforts and money put in existence of this very
Jjournal.

Dinko Sin¢ié¢

I met Professor Bauman more than forty years ago
when he was still Professor at the Faculty of Chemical
Technology, Sisak, University of Zagreb. Over the years,
particularly when he moved to Zagreb and became Pro-
fessor at Faculty of Food Technology and Biotechnology,
1 got to know his warm personality and modesty. When 1
needed support in drafting my doctoral thesis, his was
always ready to help with discussions and tips. Finally,
he agreed to be a member of the committee for the de-
fense of my PhD thesis, which was a little out of his area
of chemical engineering. As I started toward biochemical
engineering, he did not hesitate to support me, thus indi-
cating me in the literature and purchasing it for me. The
first book he had given me was B. Atkinson “Biochemi-
cal Reactors” London: Pion, 1974 . He encouraged me
to go abroad for my specialization and wrote me a letter
of recommendation without considering the risk if I
should not succeed. Upon my return, he supported my
entry in the editorial board of the Chemical and Bio-
chemical Engineering Quaterly. He also supported me at
every stage of my academic career advancement in get-
ting participation in committees for promotion and eval-
uation. After he had retired, 1 would come across him
very often on my way to work, when he would be walking
his dog. He would always stop and ask about my scien-
tific progress, my coworkers, issues on which I was
working — everything that interested him. All my encoun-
ters with Professor Bauman I remember as very pleasant
and friendly, and him I remember as a person with very
broad horizons and always ready to give sound advice.

Purda Vasi¢-Racki

Tribute to Professor Egon Bauman
on the occasion of his 90" birthday

I met Professor Bauman in the early 1970s when I
got a position as assistant professor at the Zagreb Uni-
versity, Faculty of Chemical Technology in Sisak. At the
time, Professor Bauman was the Dean of the Faculty,
and I had been preparing for a doctoral study at the In-
stitut Frangais du Pétrole in Paris, France. Professor
Bauman warmly supported my plans, for which I have
always been grateful to him.

Today I have the honour and pleasure to recall these
days as an active member of the Scientific Committee of
the International Congress of Chemical and Process En-
gineering (CHISA), a biennial scientific meeting held in

Prague, Czech Republic, that usually gathers about 1000
participants from 60-odd countries all over the world. In
2014, Chemical & Biochemical Engineering Quarterly
(CABEQ) became one of the official journals of the CHI-
SA Congress [www.chisa.cz/2014], joining the eminent
company of high-ranking international journals, includ-
ing Chemical Engineering and Technology (John Wiley),
Catalysis Today (Elsevier), Chemical Engineering and
Processing: Process Intensification (Elsevier), Czech
Journal of Food Sciences (Czech Academy of Agricultur-
al Sciences), and Journal of Food Engineering (Elsevi-
er), that were to publish congress communications of all
participants as full-length papers. It is expected that this
list of journals will remain for all the forthcoming bien-
nial events.

This inclusion of CABEQ wonderfully coincided
with the 90" birthday of the esteemed Professor Egon
Bauman, who was its first editor-in-chief. Looking back
at the last 27 years of the journal, I am happy to see that
Professor Bauman's visions have come true.

Grozdana Bogdani¢

Prof. Egon Bauman, PhD., came to the Faculty of
Food Technology and Biotechnology, University of Za-
greb in the nineteen-eighties. He became head of the De-
partment of Unit Operations, today s Laboratory for Unit
Operations.

It’s hard to write about a man with whom I have
spent so many years and who, in the scientific, profes-
sional, and overall educational sense, was so much
ahead of most of his contemporaries at that time. His
arrival marked a new start for this department, today
laboratory. Especially noteworthy is his contribution to
the development of scientific research and international
scientific cooperation, particularly as coordinator of a
project realized in cooperation with the United States of
America regarding the drying of various food products.
He worked on several other similar projects related to
cooling and storage of food products. Also significant is
his contribution as a public figure. Namely, he was a
member of the Croatian Parliament, and Dean of the
Faculty of Food Technology and Biotechnology, Univer-
sity of Zagreb.

Branko Tripalo

My recollection of Prof. Egon Bauman goes back to
1971 when I became a teaching assistant to Prof. Juraj
Bozicevi¢ in the Laboratory for measurements and pro-
cess control at University of Zagreb, Faculty of Chemical
Technology, departments in Sisak, where at that time
Prof. Egon Bauman was the dean of the department.
Soon I became fiiends with my colleagues Zarko Oluji¢
and Viktor Simonci¢ who where Prof. Egon Bauman
teaching assistants. Prof. Egon Bauman gave to all of us,
young teaching assistants, his view of modern chemical
engineering as an industrial discipline but also as an in-
dependent scientific field. His Laboratory for process
unit operations was always open for all of us, and most
importantly, he encouraged us to follow modern litera-
ture including text books and numerous international



journals. He excelled with his open approach to different
scientific fields, cooperation with industry and friendly
communication among faculty members and especially
with young teaching assistants. Our decision to continue
with our doctorate level studies abroad was a result of
Prof. Egon Bauman encouragement to view chemical en-
gineering science which develops through international
cooperation. Most of us finished postgraduate studies in
chemical engineering at distinguished universities in Eu-
rope and USA, and later some of us became professors in
various and related fields in chemical engineering. The
international aspect of our faculty chemical engineering
cooperation soon became firmly realized in 1983 by with

appearance of Chemical and Biochemical Engineering
Quarterly journal as a part of Alpe-Adria EU coopera-
tion between chemical engineering departments of uni-
versities in Zagreb (Croatia), Graz (Austria), Ljubljana
and Maribor (Slovenia) and Trieste (Italy). Prof. Egon
Bauman was the Editor-in chief for first 14 years, after
which [ was selected to continue his work. Now, at the
moment of his 90 year celebration, I hope that we can
look back at the last 40 years and see that the main ideas
and objectives have been realized as a result of the initial
views and objectives set by Prof. Egon Bauman.

Zelimir Kurtanjek



